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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for 

giving us another day. 
Once again, we come to You to ask 

wisdom, patience, and peace for the 
Members of the people’s House. As they 
encounter their constituents over this 
weekend, endow them with grace and 
understanding, especially of those 
issues which are most pressing. 

Please keep all who work for the peo-
ple’s House in good health, that they 
might faithfully fulfill the great re-
sponsibility given them in their service 
to the work of the Capitol. 

Bless us this day and every day. May 
all that is done here this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GOMEZ) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. GOMEZ led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BRADEN 
VARNEY 

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor a hero of the Sierra and 
mourn his tragic loss. 

Braden Varney, age 36, gave his life 
Saturday night fighting the Ferguson 
Fire, which continues to ravage the 
forests near Yosemite Valley and 
threaten the communities of Mariposa 
County. 

A second-generation bulldozer oper-
ator with CAL FIRE, he was all alone 
that night, cutting firebreaks to stop 
this monster fire, when his dozer over-
turned in treacherous terrain. He was 
well-known to the people of Mariposa, 
being involved in many civic activities. 
Braden leaves behind a grieving widow, 
Jessica, and two small children, 
Malhea, age five, and Nolan, just 3 
years old. 

Our firefighters face mortal peril 
when they leave the safety and comfort 
of their homes and families to put 
themselves in harm’s way. They lit-
erally place their lives between our 
communities and the fires that can 

consume them. They know the danger 
better than anyone. Yet, they do what 
they do anyway. 

Mr. Speaker, to the Varney family, I 
can only express our profound respect, 
admiration, gratitude, and sympathy 
on behalf of all of those who Braden 
died to protect. 

f 

FREE WILLIAM NGUYEN 
(Mr. GOMEZ asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, William 
Nguyen is a 32-year-old from my dis-
trict. His graduation from graduate 
school was last week, but he missed it 
because he was jailed while vaca-
tioning in Vietnam, imprisoned after 
taking part in a peaceful demonstra-
tion. 

I am here to stand up for my con-
stituent and ask that he be treated hu-
manely. This young man is a son, 
brother, and a friend to many. I see his 
passion for justice in the millennials I 
represent. Will is part of a generation 
that cares deeply about the world be-
yond our borders. They are advocates 
for the most vulnerable, voices for the 
voiceless, and now William needs our 
voices. He needs our collective resolve 
to help him through this difficult time. 

Will’s case has unified Democrats and 
Republicans to work together on his 
behalf. For weeks, we have done every-
thing to build diplomatic efforts need-
ed to bring him home. Today, I am ask-
ing all Americans, regardless of their 
politics, to join us in supporting the 
Nguyen family. Keep them in your 
thoughts, in your hearts, and in your 
prayers. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PAUL 
STOUT 

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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